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25,000 of them. Another 15,000 were forced to move to
urban centers.
The Brazil Human Rights Fund’s grant was directed to a
project by the Puxirão Articulation of Faxinalense Peoples, a social
movement that represents those communities in southern Brazil.
Its mission is to promote the articulation and mobilization of the
faxinalenses to defend and promote their ethnic and collective
rights in order to ensure and maintain access to their territory.
One of the project’s activities was the training of faxinal
residents through workshops in fifteen communities to educate
300 leaders on ethnic and collective rights. The purpose was to
provide knowledge of legal instruments and mechanisms that
can be used to demand the rights of 700 faxinalense families
and thus turn them into active participants in the processes of
construction of and intervention in public policies.
In these five years the Fund has supported a variety of
traditional communities’ projects, such as those of coconut
shell breakers, small-scale fishermen and communitarian
pastoralists, among others

.

The Fund encourages projects related to the struggle
for land distribution. It considers land not just a
means of production, but in a wider sense, in which
many populations combine familial cultivation with a
common-use area.
Maria Emília Pacheco Lisboa
Advisor of the NGO Fase and member of the
Selection Committee of the 2007, 2010 and 2011
Calls for Proposals
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n 2008, the Brazil Human Rights Fund supported
an initiative to increase the visibility of another
group exposed to land problems and vulnerable to
agribusiness: the faxinais, traditional rural communities
settled in the Center-South of the state of Paraná. They
make communal and sustainable use of grazing areas and
forest and water resources, and private use of agricultural
areas, where they plant a variety of subsistence crops.
Their way of life is under threat by agribusiness. Paraná
is Brazil’s largest producer of grains such as soybeans,
corn, wheat and beans, and slaughters 25.5% of all poultry
in the country. According to the Brazilian Confederation
of Agriculture and Livestock, agribusiness is expected to
grow by 15% in the state in 2012, reaching R$ 646.7 billion
(approximately US$ 324.4 billion) compared to R$ 582.6
billion (US$ 292.25 billion) in 2011.
In recent years agribusiness and land speculation have
advanced on to the properties of the faxinalenses. Those
who have remained in rural areas are highly concentrated
and prevented from exerting their ethnic and collective
rights. It is estimated that in Paraná alone there are at least

for indigenous affairs, FUNAI (National Indian Foundation), in
past decades. This has disrupted the traditional way of life and
affected the Xavante cultural identity. One of the consequences
is the growing incidence of alcoholism and drug addiction,
whose rates are a matter of increasing concern.
With the grant, Ibaxi has built the Recuperation and
Support House, a nucleus for treating drug and alcohol
addiction in Xavante villages, with adequate facilities and
support from experts and the community. Ibaxi’s project is
also aimed at fighting prejudice and the causes of addiction
through lectures, cultural events and debates.

Tembé (PA) / 2011

T

he Brazil Human Rights Fund also dedicates special
attention to indigenous peoples, whose rights are
frequently disrespected. According to the SocioEnvironmental Institute (ISA), Brazil’s 235 indigenous
peoples make up more than 800,000 individuals.
Among these, over 500,000 live in indigenous territories.
In its five years in activity, the Fund has directed its support
for indigenous people and assurance of the right to land
toward this portion of the Brazilian population, as well as to
the rights of indigenous people living in urban areas.
Currently there are 668 indigenous lands in Brazil,
according to ISA. Of these, more than half are demarcated.
This policy not only recognizes the cultural and territorial
rights of these peoples, but contributes to slow down the
advance of deforestation and land grabbing. Landowners,
loggers and private companies however strongly oppose the
recognition of indigenous rights, because they hope to use
their lands for large ventures. The results of this are violent
conflict and land disputes.
Mato Grosso is one of the states with the highest
concentrations of indigenous population, with 41 peoples
from a variety of ethnic groups. Among these the Xavante
is one of the largest, with 15,000 individuals living in 165
villages (Funasa, 2010). In addition to land conflicts, this
population faces serious social problems that threaten
their communities. In 2010, for instance, infant mortality
increased by 513% compared to 2009, according to the
Indigenist Missionary Council (Cimi) – 92 children under
five died of malnutrition or easily treated diseases.
The Babaty Xavante de Iro’Órãpe Institute (Ibaxi) is developing
a project, supported by the Brazil Human Rights Fund, that
addresses that reality. It aims to impact education, culture, health,
food security, sustainable development and especially alcoholism
prevention in 34 Xavante villages of the São Marcos Indigenous
Land, in which around 3,500 people live.
Today Xavante lands are surrounded by large farms and
towns, which has put their socio-cultural existence at risk.
Wildlife is no longer abundant and the soil has been depleted
by alien agricultural practices introduced by the federal bureau

Traditional communities

We supported some of the projects selected by the Brazil
Human Rights Fund that value the inhabitants of the
Amazon Region and contribute to the construction of a
fairer society.
Rodolfo Guttilla
Director of Corporate Affairs of Natura
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CITIZENSHIP
The right to full dignity

I

n a democracy individuals must have access to a number of rights – political,
civil and social – and, simultaneously, uphold their own obligations. These are the
fundamental conditions for the exercise of full citizenship. And since rights are
impossible to dissociate, it is imperative that all are respected. The absence of one
necessarily annuls the realization of others.
Brazil, despite being a democratic country, is still a very unequal society. Rights
are the privilege of a few and duties, the sacrifice of many. The asymmetry among
individuals produces a landscape of marginalization for significant portions of society.
In dealing with inequality, common sense leads us to think that treating individuals
as equals would be enough to resolve the problem. The truth is that people are different
from each other, and to democratize the access to rights, particularities and specific
needs must be taken into account, or else injustices might be reinforced.

The Brazil Human Rights Fund has a dual vocation: to support organizations that traditionally have none and
to bring in sectors of society aware of the need to help human rights organizations.
Renato Roseno
Member of the Cedeca-Ceará and Trustee of the Brazil Human Rights Fund (2005 to 2008)

The support of the Brazil Human Rights Fund contributes
decisively to the survival and expansion of the struggle for
human rights.
Sandra Carvalho
Assistant Director of the NGO Global Justice and member of the
Selection Committee of the Brazil Human Rights Fund since 2008

We are empowering residents threatened with eviction
due to the 2014 World Cup. We allow them to express,
audiovisually, their aspirations and needs.
Roger Quentin Pires
Member of the Magic Eye – Audiovisual
Educommunication in Mobile Media
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Brazil Human Rights Fund

Actions that promote human rights through culture
and art, such as those supported by the Brazil Human
Rights Fund, are most welcome.
Danilo Miranda
Regional Director of Sesc São Paulo

Brazil Human Rights Fund’s support takes new,
practically unprecedented forms; as in the case of the
female street peddlers of Rio.
Juana Kweitel
Program Director of the Conectas Human Rights and member
of the Selection Committee of the 2008 Call for Proposals

Dealing with specificity
and complexity

T

he Fund supports many projects dedicated to protecting
the rights of vulnerable groups, without forgetting
their individual context and the uniqueness of their
problems. In general the rights of these groups are violated
by state institutions, which are often unable to meet their
specific demands.
Such is the case of mental health patients, who for
decades received inadequate treatment. For the past
twenty years, the anti-asylum movement has proposed
a new form of dealing with these patients, through a
therapeutic approach that respects the uniqueness of
the individual and values the preservation of social and
family bonds.
Since 2001 the Federal Mental Health Law, which
regulates the process of psychiatric reform in Brazil,
assumes internment to be a last recourse. The model
fostered a substitute network of assistance based on
family and social insertion. As a result of that policy the
number of psychiatric beds dropped from 120,000 in
the 1980s to little more than 50,000 today.
However according to the Walking Metamorphosis
Association of Users of Mental Health Services and their
Families (Amea), however, not all these replacement
services have been adequately prepared to receive the
asylums’ former populations. The Federal Psychology
Council reports 76 cases of death, maltreatment and
torture in public and private hospitals and therapeutic
communities in the country between 2002 and 2010.
To transform this reality, the Fund supported two
Amea projects (2008 and 2010) that trained mental health
patients and their families in citizenship and human rights
in order to combat these kinds of violations.
One of the accomplishments of the projects was the
creation of a physical space used to provide guidance to
patients and families about their rights, since the general
public has little information about psychiatric reform. Amea
also works to build awareness on the debate about patient
services and establishes dialogue with public authorities
in order to intervene and participate in the formulation of
public policies.

Fotos: Reproduction Amea (BA) / 2010

The Brazil Human Rights Fund’s support was essential for
our development as an association. It gave us subsidies
to operate more solidly in our quest for anti-asylum
psychiatric reform.
Josuéliton de Jesus Santos | President of Amea-Bahia
Sérgio Pinho dos Santos | Vice-President of Amea-Bahia
Ludmila Cerqueira Correia
Lawyer and supporter of Amea-Bahia
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Violence against diversity

O

Fotos: Reproduction ATMS (MS) / 2010

ther initiatives the Brazil Human Rights Fund supports
guarantee the citizenship of the LGBTT (lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, transvestites and transsexuals) population in
critical situations, such as, for instance, domestic violence and
incarceration in the prison system, in which human rights violations
are intensified because of the individual’s sexual orientation.
The Brasília Feminist Lesbian Association – Venus’ Boot, one
of the organizations that have the support of the Fund, is dedicated
to fighting violence against lesbians. To that end it collects data on
the enforcement of the Maria da Penha Law in cases of lesbianphobic violence in the Federal District.
According to a 2010 Rainbow LGBT Citizenship Group survey,
discrimination due to sexual orientation takes place mostly in the
family environment (39%) and among friends and neighbors
(29%). Domestic violence among lesbians is also a concern: 33%
of the respondents said that they had suffered some kind of violence
from their partners. The enforcement of the Maria da Penha Law
could be one way to combat such violations, but ignorance of the
law and the difficult access to it are the main reasons it is seldom
enforced in cases such as so-called “corrective rapes,” often
committed by family members.
In recent months several cases of aggression against
homosexuals have been exposed in the media. In a 2008 Perseu
Abramo Foundation survey, around 90% of the respondents said
that they believe that the LGBTT public is subject to prejudice, but
only 30% admitted that they themselves are prejudiced. According
to the survey, transvestites suffer the most discrimination.
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To change this the Mato Grosso do Sul Association of
Transvestites and Transsexuals (ATMS) had projects supported
by the Brazil Human Rights Fund, in 2009 and 2010, aimed at
mobilizing the LGBTT populations in the state. The organization
believes that, through the articulation of activists of the LGBTT
movement, it is possible to influence relevant public policies. After the
creation of three nuclei in the state, the project carried out training
activities to enable gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals to participate in local and regional public policy councils.
Another situation that afflicts homosexuals, bisexuals and
transvestites are the conditions they face in prison. In that
environment, the group is even more exposed and vulnerable
to moral and physical aggressions due to sexual orientation. In
general their cells are separate from those of heterosexuals, but
that does not stop abuse and discrimination against them.
The Lions of the North Gay Movement develops a project
with the support of the Fund to assist the LGBTT population in
Pernambuco state prison units through which it monitors prison
conditions and provides technical and social assistance. For the
Movement, building consciousness and sensitivity toward LGBTT
is important in order to reduce the violations they are subjected to
in the prison system.

The Brazil Human Rights Fund did justice to the
LGBT collectives and to our historical demands for
participation in the construction of public policies, for
a society in which discrimination and prejudice are
confronted as cultural and institutional problems.
Tatiana Nascimento e Bruna Araújo
Project Advisors of the Brasília Feminist Lesbian
Association – Venus’ Boot

At-risk youth

C

hildren and adolescents are also vulnerable to a variety
of violations, of which the high rate of lethal violence
against teenagers in Brazil is symptomatic.
According to Unesco, the average adolescent homicide
rate for 267 Brazilian municipalities is 2.03 per 1,000. That
number is quite high, considering that the ideal rate in a nonviolent society should be close to zero.
The need for public policies to reverse this situation
is imperative. The project of the Center for the Defense of
Children’s and Adolescents’ Rights (Cedeca-Tocantins),
supported by the Brazil Human Rights Fund, carried out
activities to end violence against this population. The
project’s goal was to confront all forms of violence against
children and adolescents, especially life-threatening and
physically and psychologically demeaning violence. To do so
Cedeca developed actions against institutional violence and
in defense of health care, the social control of the state and
the monitoring of public administration, as well as training
programs on the human rights of children and adolescents.
The socio-educational system is another universe in
which the Fund strives to intervene to protect
vulnerable youth from violations by the state.
In Brazil the policy of mass incarceration
is not restricted to the prison system for
adults, which holds more than half a million
people.
The number of youths interned in the
142 units of São Paulo’s Casa Foundation

(formerly Febem) has increased by 16% since last year.
Today there are more than 8,000 juvenile inmates in the
state. Even with a new structure in the admission system
and the extinction of the notorious Febem, human rights
organizations continue to receive denunciations of violations
against inmates.
Between 2007 and 2008, the Brazil Human Rights Fund
supported the actions of the Association of Mothers and
Friends of Children and Adolescents at Risk (Amar) in São
Paulo to monitor the conditions of juvenile inmates. The
project encourages the social control of public policies and
the strengthening of collective actions by the adolescents’
mothers. To that end it carried out actions such as the creation
of a monitoring instrument, the delivery of denunciations and
dialogue with organs such as the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the
Public Defender’s Office and the Judiciary, as well as campaigns,
family assistance, and a capacity-building course. Every year
since, the Fund has supported Amar initiatives in other states,
such as Rio de Janeiro (2009), Pernambuco (2010), the Federal
District (2011) and Rio Grande do Sul (2011).
The financial support of the Brazil Human Rights Fund
made possible the implementation of our organization,
which was a dream of childrens’ rights militants in
Tocantins, and today it is an important ally in the legal and
social protection of children and adolescents.
Simone Brito
Member of Cedeca-Tocantins

The support of the Brazil Human Rights Fund contributed
to strengthen and expand forms of social control through
oversight of socio-educational measures at the Casa
Foundation and the fight against institutional violence in the
internship units.
Conceição Paganele
President of Amar-São Paulo

The support of the Fund has contributed toward the
implementation of effective actions against homophobia.
Cris Stefanny
General Coordinator of the ATMS
Fotos: Reproduction Amar (SP) / 2008
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The Violator State

O

ne of the main duties of states is to ensure and
protect the fundamental rights of their citizens,
to make democracy possible and consolidate it.
However, as we have seen, it is often the very state that
violates these rights, especially when its institutions use
force and authority to oppress and discriminate.
The Mariana Criola People’s Legal Aid Center, which
the Brazil Human Rights Fund supports, operates in this
context. The goal of Its project is to combat police violence
against informal workers in Rio de Janeiro. To that end it
collects data, prepares workshops and follows up on legal
proceedings, in addition to scheduling meetings to lobby
the Public Defender’s Office.
A 2009 survey by the House of the Working Woman
carried out with 201 street vendors in the city revealed
that 70% have been harassed by the Municipal Police and
61% have had their merchandise apprehended. Among
the respondents, 16% have been beaten by the Municipal
Police and the Military Police. There were also cases of
arrests and imprisonment (4%).
Besides being subjected to police repression, informal
workers are deprived of a number of social rights, like

labor rights, in addition to having limited access to health
care and education. Because of the low profitability of their
activity, they must work long hours without rest and live in
conditions of economic instability.
And yet, at the same time, the informal economy
throughout Brazil has grown year after year. A 2011 study
by the Getúlio Vargas Foundation and the Brazilian Institute
for Competitive Ethics (ETCO) pointed out that it accounts
for 18% of the country’s GDP.
The police has also demonstrated ostensible abuses of
power on at least one particular occasion. Between May 12
and 21 of 2006, several São Paulo cities were the scene of
violence and insecurity, initially due to attacks by the criminal
organization First Command of the Capital (PCC) and then
with the violent reaction of the police and death squads.
In the first six days, 59 policemen were murdered. In
the following days, 492 civilians were killed by firearms
in the state, according to the São Paulo Regional Medical
Council (CRM). Many victims showed evidence of summary
execution, CRM reports demonstrated.
Five years later the suspected executions have not
been investigated. Only one death was: in late 2011 the

Judiciary deemed the state responsible for a murder and
determined a compensation for the victim’s family. It is
against this backdrop of omission and impunity that the
Mothers of May, a movement comprised by mothers,
family members and friends of the victims, has mobilized
for justice in memory of the dead. The Brazil Human
Rights Fund supports the organization through a project
offering solidarity to the family members of those killed
by police force, denouncing the cases, doing follow-ups
on the investigations and lawsuits, taking part in events
that contribute to the cause and strengthening a national
network against violations by the state.
State abuses, unfortunately, are not restricted to
police force. With the 2014 World Cup just around the
corner, the Brazilian government has been investing in
infrastructure to meet the demands of such a megaevent. In Fortaleza, the capital of Ceará, more than R$
560 million (US$ 302.7 million) will be spent in public
works. But simultaneously urban occupations are being
removed to areas in the periphery with no infrastructure
or access to basic services. It is estimated that 3,500
families will be affected.

In response to this type of violation, the collective
Magic Eye – Audiovisual Educommunication in Mobile
Media has developed a project with the support of the
Brazil Human Rights Fund.
It consists of assisting sixty city youths in the
production of documentaries that publicize and
strengthen the struggle for the right to land and housing
through communication and education. The purpose
of the project is to create nuclei of production and
distribution of the videos in partnership with NGOs and
residents’ associations that operate in the communities
of Aldacir Barbosa, Trilhos and Barroso, currently under
threat of being forcibly removed.
In this same context, since 2011 the Fund has
supported the World Cup Popular Committee, organized
by Rio Grande do Sul’s Madre Cristina Solidarity Action
Association. The purpose of the initiative is to promote
community organization, monitor human rights
violations in communities and produce information to
denounce the socio-environmental, urban and economic
impacts resulting from public projects for the World
Cup in Porto Alegre.

With the support of the Brazil Human Rights Fund, we are
succeeding in not letting the crimes the state committed
in May of 2006 be forgotten.
Débora Maria da Silva
Coordinator of the Mothers of May

Traditionally the resources directed to organizations of the
LGBT movement are health-related. The importance of
the Brazil Human Rights Fund is that it is one of the few
funds that invest in the area of sexual diversity from the
perspective of the defense of human rights.
KK Verdade
Project Manager of the Elas Fund and member
of the Selection Committee of the Brazil Human Rights
Fund since 2009
Brazil Human Rights Fund collection
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We wish to apologize if we forgot to mention anyone who has contributed to our work in this period.
All forms of collaboration are very important to us.
* Animale, Empório Baby & Kids, Espaço Fashion, Hering, MMartan, M. Officer, Mr. Cat, Richards, Yachtsman (unidades do shopping Villa Lobos); M. Officer, Mr. Cat, Yachtsman
(unidades do shopping Pátio Paulista); Farm, Mr. Cat, Planet Girls, Pop Up, Richards, Rosa Chá, Sky Land and Sea (unidades do shopping Pátio Higienópolis); Animale, Aramis
Menswear, Lucy in the Sky, M.Officer, Planet Girl, Yatchman (unidades do shopping Bourbon); A Mulher do Padre, Cordoban Calçados e Bolsas, Dumond, Pop Up (unidades da rua
Oscar Freire); Hering (unidade da rua Maria Antônia); Antes de Paris, Fábrica Brinquedos, Farm, Feira Moderna, Maria Andrade, Oficina de Agosto, Os Quindins, Polly Magoo, Simultânea,
Suzana Izuno, Villa Nova Tecidos (unidades na Vila Madalena).
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